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THE MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION THANKS YOU
Picture the old Uncle Sam “I Want You” posters with a slight modifica-
tion, how about a classic ol’ greybeard biker pointing at you saying “We 
Thank You.”

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) is at an all time high in 
memberships, our finances are as strong as ever, we have an incredibly 
professional and accomplished staff in place, and we are putting our 
stamp all over the motorcycling community, especially in Washington 
D.C. where frankly, we should be.

All of this happens because of an engaged, informed, and active mem-
bership.  New members don’t recruit themselves, bikers don’t inform 
themselves, our Board does an excellent job minding the pennies but 
we have to have those pennies in the first place, and we aren’t effective 
in Washington D.C. without two additional things.  We have to have a 

strong reputation for being spot on and influential when we deal with regulatory and bureaucratic gov-
ernment organizations as motorcylists rights organizations and grass roots activists.  As we also know, it 
is our personal relationships where we can and do influence our elected politicians to advocate on our 
behalf.

Again, that only happens when a membership and the many, many partnering organization are in lock 
step with the direction of the MRF.

Having spent much of the winter and spring on the SMRO tour with our lobbyist, Rocky Fox, and oth-
ers; hearing of top-notch results coming out of the Council of Clubs meeting; and having just returned 
from HEARTLAND STEAM I can tell you excitement for Bikers Inside the Beltway National Biker Lob-
by Day in Washington D.C. is at all-time high.  We have accomplished a great deal in recent times, but 
we have so much more to do.

So, one more time, thank you for what each and everyone one of you do for your SMRO, your organi-
zation, your club, and especially the MRF.

Kirk “Hardtail” Willard
Chairman of the Board
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Maybe you’ve heard the old story about the boy and the starfish. A 
man was walking along the beach when he saw a boy up ahead sur-
rounded by dozens of starfish the tide had washed in and left strand-
ed on the sand. The boy was picking up the starfish one-by-one and 
dropping them back in the water. As the man got closer, he laughed at 
the boy, saying, “You’re wasting your time. There are so many starfish 
in the world that what you’re doing won’t make any difference.” The 
boy looked at the man as he dropped another starfish back into the 
sea and said, “Maybe so, mister, but it made a difference to this one.”

One of the coolest things about the motorcyclists’ rights movement is 
that it gives people who have been told that their small contributions don’t really matter, a place to find 
out just how much of a difference those contributions can actually make. 

Typically, when we think of contributing, we’re thinking about things we do personally. Tasks we take on, 
jobs we complete. But we also contribute when we are willing to work with someone who wants the 
information we’ve got tucked away in our heads. Someone who wants to learn and isn’t worried about 
asking the wrong questions; someone who honestly wants to contribute to the team and make them-
selves, and the team, better along the way; someone who sees that unselfishly devoting themselves to 
the team and its goals gives their life purpose and meaning. Taking the time to mentor someone who 
wants to get more involved in our groups, to probe and gradually push them to see just what it is they 
can become, might well be the best contribution we have to give.

For most of us, when that fire first gets lit, when we discover we have a real passion for preserving 
and protecting motorcycling, we have no idea where that journey may take us. We don’t usually see 
ourselves as becoming leaders or major contributors to the group. We just want to help. If we’re lucky, 
a funny thing can happen along the way. We can discover things about ourselves we might never have 
thought possible. We can find out that we have a lot to give, and the right mentor, or mentors, can play 
a major role in that process.

As mentors, we never know where the person we’re working with will go. Maybe they’ll become a 
top-notch rider ed instructor, a treasurer, a State Coordinator or President, a legislative officer, or a 
rock-solid member who can always be counted on to follow through on the things they say they’ll do. 
Mentors can teach big lessons, but they also do the little things  like listening, giving positive reinforce-
ment, challenging the person to use their creative and instinctual talents to benefit the group, and all 
of this helps the person grow. There’s nothing like seeing a dedicated member come to the realization 
that they have a lot to give to a cause they believe in and have had the good fortune to find themselves 
surrounded by people who genuinely want their help and input.

If you’re so inclined, look around and find someone to mentor. Just like the boy and the starfish, it can 
make a real difference. 

Mark Buckner
Executive Director

THE BOY AND THE STARFISH

“You’re wasting your time. There are so many starfish in 
the world that what you’re doing won’t make any differ-

ence.” The boy looked at the man as he dropped another 
starfish back into the sea and said, “Maybe so, mister, 

but it made a difference to this one.”
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As the 2022 midterm election cycle continues, most States have 
finalized their candidate filing process for the Primary elections. While 
there are still a few States with filing dates in June and July, you can 
begin to see a full list of candidates on the www.thegreenpapers.com 
website.

Once you learn who is running, I encourage you to use the candidate 
survey your MRF PAC committee created to learn more about the 
candidates. The survey questions were created from the list of MRF 
high priority legislative issues. While the survey was emailed out, you 
can also request a copy by contacting me (MRFPAC@mrf.org) or any 

member of the MRF PAC committee.

If you have a candidate who is behind us all the way, MRF PAC can help with campaign donations to get 
your members into these candidates’ fundraising events. At these events, you will have the opportunity 
to discuss our motorcycling issues with the candidate and many other local and State politicians who 
always show up. Again, you can contact me at MRFPAC@mrf.org or contact any of the MRF PAC com-
mittee members for a copy of the request for donation form.

The money for these donations come from the contributions MRF members make to the MRF PAC 
Special Segregated Fund (SSF). When all of these contributions are combined, we are able to have a far 
greater impact on a candidate’s ability to wage a successful campaign than individual contributions. All 
contributions to and donations from MRF PAC are governed by Federal Election Commission (FEC) 
regulations. Solicitations for SSF funds can only be made to members of our restricted class (Motorcy-
cle Riders Foundation (MRF) Members).

There are many FEC regulations with regards to the management of the SSF fund, which is managed 
by your MRF PAC Treasurer. Monetary contributions to the SSF can only be accepted from individual 
members of the MRF. Federal law (11 CFR 114.2) bans contributions by corporations and labor organi-
zations to influence federal elections. That ban covers incorporated trade associations and membership 
organizations, therefore, no contributions can be accepted from an SMRO.

While SMRO’s cannot contribute money directly to the SSF Fund, they can donate goods to be auc-
tioned or raffled, and hold fundraising events for the purpose of generating funds for the SSF. When 
doing this, the SMRO will function as a Collecting Agent for MRF PAC, however, all contribution limits 
and reporting requirements still apply.

The FEC defines a Collecting Agent as: An organization that collects and transmits contributions to an 
SSF. A Collecting Agent may be the SSF’s connected organization (Motorcycle Riders Foundation), or an 
organization (SMRO), or committee affiliated with the SSF. If your SMRO plans to raise funds for MRF 
PAC, please contact the MRF PAC Director or Treasurer for all the details acting as a Collecting Agent 
before you hold the event.

If you would like to contribute to MRF PAC, please mail your donation to:

MRF PAC, P.O. Box 512, Highland, Il 62249. 

Ride Safe – Ride Free,
J. Ryan Hubbard

Contributions are only being sought from members of the MRF who are U.S. citizens, or those who 
have been lawfully admitted for permanent residence under applicable federal law. Foreign national 
contributions are prohibited. Contributions are not tax deductible. Any contribution from non-MRF 
members will be returned. Contributions to MRF PAC are voluntary, and you may refuse to contrib-
ute without reprisal. A copy of our report, filed with the Federal Election Commission, is (or will be) 
available on the FEC’s website (www.fec.gov).

POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
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It is that time of the year again and the MRF is putting out our first 
call for candidates to our Board of Directors. The Elections Commit-
tee is Dave “DAD” Dwyer, chairman, Rick “Brick” Lindsey, Todd Riba, 
Andy Kelly, Eric Ross and Russel Radke. Contact information for all 
BOD members is on our website, www.mrf.org.

All positions on the MRF BOD are two-year terms, with alternat-
ing election cycles. Our Executive Officers, President, Vice President, 
Secretary and Treasurer are nominated and elected by the BOD at 
the Meeting of the Minds BOD meeting, with President and Treasurer 
terms ending this year. We also have two administrative positions up 

for election this year, Directors of State Representative Program and of Director of Motorcycle Safe-
ty. The MRF Elections Committee is charged with finding candidates to run for these positions. These 
members are also nominated and elected by the BOD. None of the incumbents have announced that 
they are planning to step down.

2022 ELECTIONS FOR MRF BOD

The MRF BOD has seven At-Large positions, six of 
which are elected by our members. The first is the 
Member Representative. These two BOD mem-
bers represent the general members of the MRF 
on our BOD. Ballots are in the Nov-Dec issue 
of the American Bikers Journal and all Individual, 
Individual Sustaining, and Joint Members are eligi-
ble to vote by mail for this position. This year the 
position that Cindy Hodges held is up for election. 
Cindy resigned from the Board and her seat has 
not been filled as of April. 

If you wish to run for this position, your Can-
didacy Papers must be submitted to the MRF 
office prior to July 31st of this year. See the last 
paragraph of this article for guidelines. Candidacy 
Papers will be published in the Sept-Oct issue of 
the American Bikers Journal. Your other option to 
become a candidate for this position is to gather 
the signatures of 50 MRF members in good stand-
ing on a petition and submit that to a member of 
the Elections Committee prior to the end of the 
Meeting of the Minds, 2022. To be eligible for any 
MRF BOD position you must have been an MRF 
member for at least one year by the time you 
would be seated at the January 2023 BOD meet-
ing. Ballots will be included in the Nov-Dec issue 
of the American Biker Journal and all Individual, 
Individual Sustaining, and Joint Members are eligi-
ble to vote by mail for this position. The winning 
candidate will be seated at the January 2023 MRF 
BOD meeting. 

Our next At-Large position is State Representa-
tive BOD member. In this position you bring the 
concerns and needs of the State Reps to the BOD. 

The position held by Andy Kelly is up for election 
this year. If you are a State Rep and are interested 
in this position you need to have your candidacy 
papers into the MRF Office by August 20, 2022. 
Copies of all Candidacy Papers will be mailed to 
all State Reps by September 1, 2022. The election 
will be by the State Reps during the Reps Meeting 
at MOTM. To be eligible for this position you must 
have been a State Rep for at least one year prior 
to the date you will assume office, the January 
2023 MRF BOD meeting.

The third At-Large position is the Sustaining State 
Motorcyclist Rights Organization BOD member. 
This year the position held by Dave Dwyer is 
up for election. Dave has indicted that he will be 
seeking another term. If you wish to run for this 
position you will need to submit your candidacy 
papers to the MRF office by the first Friday fol-
lowing MOTM, September 30, 2022. Ballots with 
copies of the candidacy papers will be mailed to all 
eligible Sustaining State Motorcycle Rights Or-
ganizations by October 7th and will be due back 
at the MRF Office by December 15th. Again, the 
winning candidate will be seated at the January 
2023 MRF BOD meeting.

As per MRF bylaws, “Each supporting state mo-
torcyclists’ rights organization shall have one vote 
for each position which shall be cast by its highest 
elected officer. Any organization open to member-
ship on a statewide basis may choose to partici-
pate in the election of Supporting State Motorcy-
clists’ Rights Organizations Board Members. State 
Organizations wishing to do so must meet the 
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following qualifications:  A) Having previously been recognized by the MRF as a supporting SMRO, or B) 
Having existed as a viable functioning entity for at least two years prior to the time of voting; be in sup-
port the MRF’s purposes and be a sustaining member of the MRF for the year in which they choose to 
vote. If the MRF BOD questions the status of a viable functioning entity for at least two years, articles 
of incorporation shall suffice. Recognition once given may be withdrawn only by ¾ votes of the mem-
bers of the Board of Directors ...”

Candidates for office are expected be self-funded or supported by their SMRO for MRF related travel 
and lodging expenses. We hold 3 BOD meetings per year, the first in January by teleconference, a spring 
meeting that is now being held preceding our Bikers Inside the Beltway event and the third in Septem-
ber prior to our Meeting of the Minds conference. Monthly conference calls help keep us all headed in 
the same direction between meetings.

Email is the required form for submission of candidacy papers. Please note “Candidacy Paper” in the 
subject line. The address is mrfofffice@mrf.org. Your Candidacy Papers should include which position 
you are declaring your candidacy for, your SMRO experience, positions currently and previously held 
and any other pertinent information you feel would further your chances of success. 

Dave Dwyer
Elections Committee Chair

Heartland STEAM is a Seminar To Educate And Motivate. This annual 
conference is held in the early spring and is usually attended by mo-
torcycle rights activists from Nebraska, Iowa, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. This year was different, we also had 
attendees from New Hampshire, Georgia and Pennslvania. This con-
ference is a great opportunity for freedom fighters to hang out for a 
weekend and talk about issues that street riders and State Motorcy-
cle Rights Organizations face. Our freedom of the road is constantly 
under attack and we need to be organized and united to take on these 
challenges.

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation always has a strong presence at 
the conference. The STEAM MRO’s are some of the strongest in the nation and this conference has 
helped contribute to that strength. Regional, state, and national topics are discussed and we seek out 
opportunities to work together and in our fight for freedom. The MRF would like to encourage other 
MRO’s around the country to get together for regional conferences and if we are invited we will be 
there to help the cause. We would also like to thank the delegations from New Hampshire, Georgia and 
Pennsylvania for attending  STEAM this year. Your presence was a nice surprise and it was great having 
you there. Please reach out to me if you have any questions or comments about Heartland STEAM.

On to another topic, Strength In Numbers. We face a huge pile of challenges in our world as riders and 
if we join together we can move that pile. We need members to help our cause and we are reaching out 
to our members and challenging each one to recruit one new MRF member per year. Our membership 
is growing and as a result we are getting stronger and the timing couldn’t be better. Help us help you 
ride free.

Todd Riba
MRF Member Rep

SEMINAR TO EDUCATE AND MOTIVATE
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Not all Sustaining State Motorcycle Rights Organizations (SSMROs) 
have monthly informative mailings as the MRF does. Perhaps some 
can’t afford them. As a Rep, you may consider getting a list of every-
one’s email addresses and sending out regular updates as to what’s 
going on in DC and any calls to action. When our people in DC send 
out a call action, it’s typically urgent and something you want plenty of 
members to know about and act on ASAP.

I would suggest that all Reps take time to visit the Reps Tool Kit to 
see the changes and additions to the MRF State Representative Op-
erations Manual and the Reps Resources. If you have any questions 

about anything in the Reps Tool Kit, please feel free to contact any Reps Rep. Our contact info is avail-
able on the back pages.

Andy Kelly
Reps Rep

This section aims to provide information and ideas to all 
Reps, young and old. I am always interested in Reps’ tips 

and ideas as to securing new memberships and continuing to 
make the MRF a great organization.

Imagine, if you will, an alternate universe where only the unthinkable 
could happen.  A world that starts to constantly push a “green” agen-
da and looking for alternative fuels to “save the earth”.  Then all the 
sudden we have a manufactured crisis and staring down the barrel 
of $5-$7 per gallon gasoline.  When everyone is coming out of their 
plan-demic, and people looking at getting on with their lives and look-
ing forward to an awesome spring and summer, and now people are 
trying to figure out how they are going to afford to go to work.  Gas 
and other energy costs are soaring, and all the while electric this and 
electric that are being shoved down our throat.  It does not matter 

that it takes coal, natural gas, or nuclear power to feed to electric beast, as long as it mates with their 
agenda. Then we are all expected to take a bite of the big ol’ sh*t sandwich and move on.  Our own 
President says that with a gallon of gas, we can drive across the country with an electric hybrid vehicle, 
so gas prices should not matter.  What if we were living in a world that the free market is not dictating 
the types of fuels available to use in our cars, motorcycles, and even lawn mowers. But it is decided by 
law makers, special interest groups, and government agencies that have bypassed the law-making branch 
of government and decided to do their own thing simply because they can.  

Imagine if the past ten years the Federal Government has been studying the future of transportation 
including cars, trucks, trains, planes, autonomous vehicles, and the likes, without as much as a thought 
about how two and three wheeled modes of transportation fit in.  The “smaller” vehicles such as mo-
torcycles are not even a blip on a sensor out on the open road and not even accounted for in the 
“future” of the transportation industry.

Imagine if we are no longer able to gather in groups?  People that are no longer able to assemble for 
the “greater good” of society, and/or to keep people safe.  Imagine if during this loss of the ability to 
gather, that we are told what we can and cannot wear or show off any of our group’s insignias.  What if 
we are told that certain patches on leather vests are no longer acceptable because they hurt people’s 

ALTERNATE UNIVERSE

REPS CORNER
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feelings or scare them just by the very sight of them?  What if we are limited to where we can ride our 
motorcycles, especially if we have on the wrong attire?

Imagine if we were no longer allowed to make our own prized possessions our own with customiza-
tion and the ability to make them unique or to increase performance?  What if there were a govern-
ment agency that makes rules about how we can and cannot modify our motorcycles, trucks, cars, and 
any other form of internal combustion engines, and makes sure that we have a stamp or sticker on our 
equipment to ensure compliance?

Imagine if things that we have done for decades all of the sudden make us criminals.  That laws and rules 
are passed that throw us into the underworld of society and get labeled as troublemakers if we do not 
comply?  If we speak up, we get called unspeakable names to try to make us hush up and get into line 
with the powers that be?

Imagine, if you will, that we are living in the world now.  We are living in a real life “Twilight Zone” so to 
speak and it only starts to get more stupid every damn day.  All the aforementioned items are aspects 
of the focus of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation, among other freedom loving groups still in existence 
today.  As you are reading this, I ask of you to look at joining the MRF and help become a FREEDOM 
FIGHTER, so that we can quit living in a Twilight Zone.  Check it out at mrf.org, or ring or email us if 
you have any other questions.

Written by: Vernon Schwarte 
Assistant State Representative

Eric Ross
Reps Rep

ABATE of Iowa Members attend Heartland STEAM (Seminar to Educate and Motivate). 
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Anti-Profiling resolution -- H.Res.366 - Promoting awareness of 
motorcyclist profiling and encouraging collaboration and communica-
tion with the motorcycle community and law enforcement officials to 
prevent instances of profiling.

As of this writing, eighty-seven members of Congress have signed on 
as co-sponsors to H. Res. 366. Well over 1,000 calls to action were 

made to encourage co-sponsorship. And on May 17, 2022 the MRF will bring Bikers Inside the 
Beltway to Capitol Hill to help push those numbers even higher.

NUMBERS
MAKING THEM COUNT FOR US

Numbers – making them count for us is not about 
instant gratification. Your call to action goes to 
your member of the House of Representatives. 
Making another call to action serves no purpose. 
Sending a letter similar to the call to action may 
enhance the initial call to action. Making an ap-
pointment with your member of Congress who 
is not a co-sponsor of H. Res. 366 may be enough 
to make the numbers work for us. However, you 
must take the action to make the numbers count 
for us. 

Although calls to action serve a purpose, there 
are no assurances that a call to action generates 
co-sponsorship. Not making a call to action cer-
tainly assures that nothing is going to get done. 

Attending Bikers Inside the Beltway and making an 
in-person visit to your member of Congress will 
move the numbers even closer to making them 
count for us.

“Back in the day” we held letter writing parties 
to members of Congress. “Back in the day” we 
made phone calls to the offices of our legislators. 
“Back in the day” we were persistent in our efforts 
to accomplish our goals. All the technology at 
our fingertips does not substitute for in-person 
meetings. “Back in the day” we visited members of 
Congress in their home districts and on Capitol 
Hill. Nothing has changed. Attending Bikers Inside 
the Beltway assures us that we can have influence 
on protecting the future of motorcycling.

Numbers – making them count for us can be 
accomplished. However, you must do the work to 
make it happen. It is a documented fact that our 
legislative agenda moves forward with each Bik-
ers Inside the Beltway. However, you must do the 
work to help make it happen. It is not too late to 
attend Bikers Inside the Beltway!

Ongoing security restrictions necessitate visi-
tors to Congress establish appointments before 
arriving in D.C. The MRF will provide members 
with contact information to begin the process of 
setting your meetings with your congressional 
representatives. 

Flexibility with appointments and expectations are 
essential. In 2021, over half of the Bikers Inside the 
Beltway attendees were welcome to in-person 
meetings within the Capitol Complex. Help make 
our numbers count for us. Make your appoint-
ments and hotel reservations now!

Bikers inside the Beltway will be dual-faceted to 
accommodate in-person visits to Congress plus 
visits to local offices. 

To ensure that the mission of getting our message 
to Congress does not fail, please consider the 
following:
• Make your appointments locally or in Washington.
• Familiarize yourself with the briefing points.
• Confirm your appointment locally or in Washington.
• Virtual or in person, make notes on your meeting.
• Share your meeting notes with the MRF. 
A meeting of the MRF Board of Directors will 
take place on May 16th  at the Embassy Suites, 
1900 Diagonal Road, Alexandria, Virginia. Rooms 
are available through the hotel direct line 703-
684-5900 and use reference code MRF. 

You do not want to miss the pre-event briefing 
and Q&A before your visit to Congress, scheduled 
for 7:00 p.m., Monday, May 16th. Briefing packets 
and “leave behinds” will be available during the 
briefing. 

Making appointments with your members of Con-
gress, attending the MRF board meeting, briefing 
session, and you visiting your members of Con-
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gress, during Bikers Inside the Beltway are essential elements of grassroots activism at its best. Thank 
you for your commitment.

Bikers Inside the Beltway 2022 – The Motorcycle Riders Foundation -- paving the way for the 
long haul and making the numbers count for us.

Fred Harrell
Director of Conferences & Events

Hey, Spring has finally arrived in Minnesota. That means riding season 
has finally started. Please take the time to give a once over safety 
check to your motorcycle. If you don’t know how, reach out to your 
buddies, motorcycle shops or dealerships. 

I just got back from Heartland Steam hosted by ABATE of Illinois. This 
was a great time and a well put on event. We even had members from 
New Hampshire, Georgia and Pennsylvania that attended. I was hon-
ored when asked to give a Reps training class at this event and thanks 

to all that attended it. It is a work in progress, and it will get better with time. The neat thing about this 
conference is all in attendance are like one big family. To see the enthusiasm of new state reps and as-
sistants tell you stories of them talking with our some of many Hall of Famers. I still remember my fist 
conversations with Hardtail and Buckner and many other Hall of Fame personal and hold those mem-
ories dearly. So, to all you longtime Motorcycle rights activists, please keep attending these events, you 
are helping put fire in these newer activists. 

Membership recruiting is doing very well. It is going to be fun to see who gets the flag come September. 
I know Iowa wants to keep it, there are a few states that want to take it away. We have 2 reps with over 
100 new members already, Christy Gulbrandson (IA) and Dennis Yeager (IL). Great job and keep up the 
good work. 

Pray for the best, prepare for the worse, and expect the Unexpected. 

Gary Goracke
Director of the State Reps Program

NOTES FROM THE REPS DEPARTMENT

Presentation of  
Champion  

Vest to Illinois  
Congressman  
Darin LaHood  

at Heartland STEAM 
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ABATE of Colorado decided to back a bill regarding the definition of a 
motorcycle. There have been numerous crashes with vehicles like Sling-
shots and those crash stats are currently lumped in with motorcycle 
crash stats. Our Legislative Guru, Stump, did a great job getting legis-
lators from both sides of the aisle to bring up HB22-1043(Definition 
of a Motorcycle). As of the 77th day of session the bill is moving along 
smoothly. There are, as usual, a few bugs to be worked out, but so far, 
they seem to be minor. We are currently waiting for HB22-1043 to be 
scheduled with the Senate Finance Committee. 

With a completely “out of the blue” partner, there is a good chance we may finally be able to get a 
hands-free bill passed. GM contacted Stump and offered to help with backing and lobbying. SB22-175, 
(Use of Mobile Electronic Devices While Driving), has been introduced and assigned to the Senate 
Transportation & Energy Committee. This is a bill we have tried to get passed for 4 or 5 years without 
much luck. Hopefully GM will change our fortunes.  

See ya on down the road,

Bear   
Colorado State Rep

The SMROs were able to get a sponsor for our Lane Filtering Bill, SB 
1273 and it passed the Senate with a unanimous consent vote of 29-0, 
the House voted 54-4 in favor of this Bill with the AZ Transportation 
Committee voting 11-1. The Sponsor for our Bill was Senator Pace, 
who rides an Indian Bobber.

It was signed by Governor Ducey and will become effective 90 days 
after the last legislative session day. Special thanks to Mike Infanzon for 
his efforts and testifying on our behalf regarding the Bill. 

Our Lobby Day at the Capitol is coming soon but no exact date yet. ABATE of Arizona’s biggest event 
of the year, “Too Broke for Sturgis” will be the second weekend in June. The organizers were generous 
enough to provide an area for the MRF booth and free admission to this very well-run weekend event. 

Senator Mark Kelly has responded to my questions regarding the MRF Legislative Agenda, and he sup-
ports the RPM Act for Modifications and opposes the EF-15 Act.

Hoping to go to D.C. for Bikers in the Beltway

Until then Ride Safe and Ride Free

Dale “Animal” Dedrick
Arizona State Rep

COLORADO

ARIZONA
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Updated Membership Lists comes out around the 
15th, of each month. As of March 16th, 2022, we 
have 426 members in the State of Illinois and 59 of 
them are lapsed.

It takes a lot to move our membership needle in a 
positive direction, and I learned I cannot do it alone. 
With a lot of help from my Assistant State Rep., 
Elizabeth Winters, and ABATE Chapters across the 
State of Illinois, we are finding a way to get ‘er done. 
What’s one of our many secrets -- “The 7 Line 
Membership Drawing.” It’s so successful we have 
shared this drawing with our motorcycle friends in 
TX, MO, WI, and FL, along with other states, I don’t 
know about yet with great success. It’s an easy way 
to sign up MRF members, without anyone’s help! If 
you are interested, just drop me a line. 

Thanks to all of you, our MRF membership is grow-
ing larger every month. I am appreciative of the fact 
that you are helping me, personally, by just putting 
my name in the “Referred By” box. Who knows, I 
just might become the number one recruiter for the 
2021 – 2022 year. (August 1, 2021 – July 31, 2022).  If 
my count is even in the ballpark currently. I believe 
that I’m just over 50 new members for this year so 
far. Renewal’s I have no idea at all. Many are mailed 
in to the MRF Office without my knowledge, and 
that is okay with me. I hope to double this by July 
31st, 2022. Again, thanks to everyone that is helping 
in this matter. Current MRF members please be sure 
to renew your membership before it expires. This 
goes for ABATE members too, or any other S.M.R.O. 
that you might belong too. Motorcyclists Rights is 
a never-ending battle for everyone no matter what 
you choose to ride. 

The biggest highlight of this membership push is 
Josh, “Ski”, Witkowski renewing for another year 
2/27/2022 in Dixon. Then he helped to sign up 
several members in his own ABATE Chapter! Now, 
that’s what I mean getting ‘er done when you put 
out the call for help!

I know of 14 new MRF membership that should be 
in the office by or around the first of April. I have a 
meeting with a club on 3/25 about signing up mem

ILLINOIS

bers with the MRF & ABATE.  I will have a member-
ship table at the following events: Heartland STEAM 
meeting, April 1 & 2 in Springfield; State Swap Meet 
in Peoria , April 10; and at the Midwest Women 
Riders “Get Your Groove On” event at Woodstock 
Harley Davidson, May 6 & 7, in Woodstock. Who 
knows what other events I might talk myself into 
along the way?

I am also actively signing up members at many events 
taking place at local biker bars and pubs throughout 
the summer when I should be out riding and having 
fun. That’s okay because it’s all fun to me. I overlap 
many of my ABATE duties with my MRF duties, or is 
it the other way around? Can you tell I love what I 
am doing? Just look at the grin on my face!

Hey, Eric Ross and the Iowa MRF team, I will be 
coming to the Des Moines Meeting of the Minds to 
take the Traveling Recruiting Flag away from you all! 
Well, I’m going to give it the good old college try any 
how!! We all have a lot of time to recruit more new 
members by July 31st, 2022. Who will be in the top 
10 Recruiting MRF Representative this year 2022? 
MOTM 2022 will tell the story!! Stay tuned to this 
station for more information. 

Illinois is one of several State’s going through a re-
districting this year which will cause a lot of battles 
in our State. Election year is always fun for the folks 
that follow it. We all are going to see a major shift 
in the changing of the guard on all sides;  local, State 
and Federal. Some of our loyal motorcycle leaders 
are retiring, some are competing against each other, 
others have major competition. We feel the rumble 
throughout the State. 

We are ready! ABATE of Illinois FEDPAC and State-
PAC have been busy by sending out surveys to every 
candidate running for either State or Federal offices 
in the upcoming 6/28 primary election. It is more 
important than ever to know where these candi-
dates stand when it comes to our rights! 

This year is going to make every difference so no 
sitting on the couch and watching the results. You 
ABSOLUTELY must go out and VOTE!! Do your 
homework; find out all you can about these can-
didates before you vote. But whatever you decide, 
remember to do what is best for our country & and 
the people. So get out there and VOTE! 

God Bless America! Ride Free!

Dennis “Cleaver” Yeager  
Illinois State Rep
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The Indiana legislative session is over for the year. 
The only issue was motorcycles being listed as 
a vulnerable roadway user on a bill that would 
enhance fines for incidents including several 
transportation modes. ABATE did object to having 
motorcycles included and listed as a “vulnerable 
roadway user”. The author of the bill was contact-
ed, and our objections were explained and under-
stood.

Action on the bill was not pursued.

So now it is time to focus on ABATE of Indiana 
and MRF at home. There are so many events com-
ing up! Glad to be in warmer weather finally.  I will 
be setting up an MRF booth at region 8’s Blessing 
of the Bikes on May 1st. It will be at Roberts Park 
in Evansville. I always seem to have a lot of contact 
with the biker’s present. Hopefully it will be anoth-
er good year. Stop by to visit if you are near. I am 
looking for other events or meetings to attend to 
promote the MRF. I am still looking for another 
Assistant Rep for Indiana also. If you are interested 
in having me attend your meeting or becoming 
an Assistant Rep, email me at robertalmeyer13@
gmail.com.

Our MRF membership numbers are slowly grow-
ing in Indiana. I do need to be working on get-
ting our members to respond to the alerts. Our 
participation in House Resolution 366 alert is less 
than stellar so more education is needed.  

I hope you all have a good, productive summer. 
Remember to carry membership applications and 
tri-fold brochures with you AT ALL TIMES and 
don’t be afraid to approach other bikers on your 
adventures.

Roberta Meyer
Indiana State Rep

Greetings from the Hawkeye State!

ABATE of Iowa recently had a productive morning 
at our State Capitol building meeting with our leg-
islators. This year’s Lobby Day had us talking about 
an ethanol bill and an ATV bill. We got a win on 
the ethanol bill. We got some important amend-
ments added to make sure we will have fuels to 
use in our older cars, boats, lawnmowers and of 
course motorcycles. The ATV bill was a win in that 
we made sure county and city entities have a say 
in what happens on their streets and highways. 

Our legislative committee discussed getting 
anti-profiling legislation written and passed. We 
voted to bring this to the board of directors the 
following day and it passed unanimously to make 
this happen. This will be a long and arduous road, 
but we are committed to making this happen. I’ve 
reached out to Brick in Louisiana and Mack in 
Minnesota for advice on what they have already 
accomplished and are still working on. 

Our membership drive for the MRF is going well 
and we are constantly doing what we can to reach 
people across our state to get them to join our 
fight for freedom. 

 I’ll end this as always asking you to go get a friend 
to join your local SMRO and the MRF so that we 
can add members to our great cause. 

Eric Ross
Iowa State Rep

INDIANA IOWA
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ABATE of Iowa 2022 Lobby Day
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Saturday, March 26, 2022, ABATE of MI Region 7, held its annual MRF 
Fund Night/Spaghetti Dinner and Auction, at Farmers Tavern in Ruth,.  
This event has been going on for over 15 years! The event ran from 
3 pm till 9 pm, serving Spaghetti dinners with salads and desserts. At 
6 pm we started the auction with all sorts of items from motorcycle 
memorabilia to home baked goodies! At last count, we raised over 
$2400 for the MRF!! We’re still counting, so it may be more! I will 
hand over a check at BITB.   

Tim Polk RC
Michigan Assistant State Rep

MICHIGAN

Freedom is something that dies unless its used.  
- Hunter S. Thompson

ABATE of Wisconsin Members attend Heartland STEAM (Seminar to Educate and Motivate). 
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Lobbyist Rocky Fox with Oklahoma MRF Rep Garry Canaday being assisted by Art Ryan and 
Frenchy Marnne promoting Motorcycle Riders Foundations at ABATE of Oklahoma’s annual 

SMILE event in Stillwater, that was held March.

ABATE of Minnesota Members attend Heartland STEAM (Seminar to Educate and Motivate). 

ABATE of South Dakota Members attend Heartland STEAM (Seminar to Educate and Motivate). 
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LOUISIANA

The Kansas legislative session began on January 
10, 2022. At that time, Tracey Mann was the only 
member of the Kansas House that signed on as a 
co-sponsor for House Resolution 366.

On February 7, 2022, ABATE of Kansas along with 
the Confederation of Clubs, AMA, and the MRF 
set up tables in the rotunda at our Capitol in To-
peka for Bikers Under the Dome. We talked with 
our legislators about motorcycle issues not only in 
Kansas but across America.

Washington days for the Democratic Party that 
was scheduled for February 25th and 26th in To-
peka at the Ramada was cancelled.

On February 1, 2022, Tony Railsback, ABATE 
Lobbyist and Vice President went to the Capitol 
in Topeka for a hearing in the House of Represen-
tatives on SB-101 E Bikes. At the hearing as rep-
resentatives for motorcyclists in Kansas, we are 
neutral the way it is currently written. Forty states 
have statutes on E-bikes, and some even require 
a license, and some states classify them as motor 
vehicles.

The Kansas bill SB-101 does not have any of the 
language in it at this point. The bill passed in the 
full senate and is currently in the House Transpor-
tation Committee.  ABATE lobbyist Tony Railsback 
had visits with Representative Joe Siewert and

 Representative Michael Murphy and discussed 
motorcycle profiling.  Representative Joe Siewert 
is a motorcyclist.

ABATE is watching SB-322 which is the current 
version of the hands-free bill which passed the 
Senate Transportation Committee.  The bill would 
let no one under the age of 18 use a cellphone in 
a school or work zone.

The Republican Convention was held at the Hyatt 
Regency in Wichita on March 11th and 12th,.  Tony 
and Tammy Railsback along with Sis Bohrer and I, 
visited with our Republican legislators.  We also 
made appointments to see Jake LaTurner in Wash-
ington D.C. where we plan to attend the 

13th Annual Michael “BOZ” Kerr Bikers Inside the 
Beltway on May 16th and 17th.  Join our fellow 
riders from across our Nation for our National 
Lobby Day.

Bill Cooper
Kansas MRF Rep

We had the honor to meet Bossier City’s new 
Mayor, Tommy Chandler on March 3, 2022. He 
presented us with his proclamation declaring May 
2022 as Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month.  
He was very receptive to motorcycle issues and 
remembered the crash that killed a friend in 2018. 
The driver turned left in front of 4 cruisers taking 
them all down and led to the death of our friend 
10 days later on Christmas Day.  This driver was 
not drug or alcohol tested and was given a fail-
ure to yield ticket costing him only $74.50.  This 
tragedy and many more like it led us to ask Repre-
sentative Dodie Horton to introduce a bill adding 
penalties to an existing statute (RS 32:191.1) giv-
ing motorcyclists the right to the full use of their 
lane. Presently, there are no penalties for open 
road violations as written in this statute.  The only 
penalties specified in the traffic code apply to stop 
signs and yield signs (RS 32:123). We are asking 
the legislature to amend RS 32:191.1 and apply the 
same penalties to open road violations as are pro-
vided for at intersections.  We are also supporting 
a “Hands Free” wireless telecommunications bill 
which passed favorably 12-0 and is supported by 
entities such as the State Police, AAA, State Farm, 
and the Louisiana Highway S.  It is scheduled for 
final passage in the House on April 4, 2022. We are 
hoping to be the 26th state to prohibit all drivers 
from using hand-held cell phones while driving.

KANSAS
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Greeting from the Show Me State,

Freedom of Road Riders our FEW Seminar, March 12th. This year we 
held basic training for officers and would be officers. We were also able 
to raise some funds for the PAC fund.

Session has begun and HB 1487 which creates the offense of distract-
ed driving was heard in committee. This is the first of the distracted 
driving bills that have been submitted. We prefer this bill. The Missouri 
Department of Transportation is backing SB 713 which has been voted 

due pass. They are similar, but HB 1487 allows for moving violation and escalated to misdemeanor for 
property damage, and felony if harm or death to a person. HB 2123 will allow auxiliary lighting in colors 
other than white or amber has been placed on the informal calendar. We are also following SB 1113 
reinstating Driver’s Education that includes motorcycle awareness education instruction.

Election season is heating up. Freedom of Road Riders hosted a hospitality suite at the Lincoln Days 
Convention for the State of Missouri held in St. Charles. We will cover Demo Days when scheduled. 
Many members are attending local candidate forums and passing information to myself and our Legis-
lative coordinator for review. The Motorcycle Awareness and You Ride to the Capitol is scheduled for 
May 4th. A few other members and I are planning to ride to Bikers Inside the Beltway. That will be my 
longest ride yet wish me luck. We will also have a small car following. If anyone is riding/driving east, we 
will leave the South Kansas City area May 13th or 14th. Contact me we can convoy. We may have room 
for one passenger in the car if interested.

Continue to pray for our Country and our leaders. See you soon. Ride Safe and Free,

Amy “Sunshine” Allmon
Missouri State Rep

A group of ABATE members from across the state met in Baton Rouge on March 14th  for the opening 
day of our Legislature. We sat in on the Joint Transportation Committee and Rep. Dodie Horton intro-
duced us and spoke to the Committee about our mission. She also passed out our talking paper and 
trifold to each Committee member.

Jacque Lindsey
Louisiana Assistant State Rep

MISSOURI

Pictured is Governor Parsons, Senator Roy Blunt, Chief of Staff Carl Rove  
with Chris McCurley and Jacine Hern.
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NHMRO is proud to say that HB1000, prohibiting motorcycling profil-
ing has passed the full House of Representatives and is in the Senate. 
We are confident that this bill will come out of the Senate the same 
way that it came out of the House and we will be the fifth State to have 
legislation on motorcycling profiling! 

We were also instrumental in helping with HB571, repealing the prohi-
bition of OHRV use on Hoit Rd Marsh. Tom Walsh was the sponsor on 
this bill, and this was quite the battle. This became a fight against the Ice 
riders only and we were asked to help. The off-road motorcyclists were 

grateful that Tom and NHMRO stepped in to give support, testimony, as well as guidance through all the 
issues. This has brought new members to NHMRO through the off-road community. 

We will be holding a NH Rides Day on April 30th at the State Capitol where we will be given the 
Proclamation by Governor Sununu that May is Motorcycle Awareness month. This event will also have 
vendors from our Motorcycle Task Force, such as NH Riders Education, NH Automobile Dealers Asso-
ciation, AAA of Northern New England, State Police and local motorcycle dealers. We will have old and 
new motorcycles as well as dirt bikes and ice bikes on display. The media will be covering this event and 
we at NHMRO are very excited to be holding this event!

We are gearing up for the Laconia Rally in June and our 40th Toy Run in September! 

As always Live Free and RideSMART! 

Traci Beaurivage
New Hampshire State Rep

NEW HAMPSHIRE

In my hometown, in north Texas, we are thawing out from the coldest 
weather of the season! With single-digit temps, and 2 inches of snow 
behind us, I am really optimistic that it will feel like spring when this 
issue of ABJ is out in print!  

Texas has advocated for an autocycle bill for 3 consecutive legislative 
sessions (to classify and register autocycles as “autocycles”, and not as 

motorcycles). In 2015, at the onset of autocycles in Texas, the House had introduced a “definition of a 
motorcycle” bill. The original language for (84th) HB 439 was difficult to find online, as this bill originat-
ed as a definition of a motorcycle,  and was then left pending as a bill to classify autocycles! Eventually, I 
did find the original bill in my personal “archived” storage box (it’s a shame that you can find something 
faster in an “old ABATE box”, than you can on the Internet). Texas ABATE is changing it up a little next 
session, as we will pursue the “definition of a motorcycle”, instead of changing the classification of an 
autocycle.  We are asking for similar language as the MRF “high-priority” objective – including defining a 
motorcycle as having a “saddle requiring the rider to sit astride…” and “steering controlled by handle-
bars”.  After all,  a motorcycle should be, by definition, a motorcycle.

On January 22nd Texas ABATE held their “88th Legislative Prep Seminar” at the VFW Post 10460 in 
Lake Dallas. It was well attended by ABATE members, club members, and independents,  and everyone 
was encouraged to participate.  Our guest speaker, Jude Schexnyder, serves as a rider-representative on 
the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Board, at the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR).  
Jude presented “Saving Our Training Program” and explained how our motorcycle safety funds will be 
in “trouble” if the program doesn’t change the training curriculum soon (change TEEK)! Our featured 
guest speaker at the seminar was Jonathan Mathers, the Legislative Director for Senator Springer in Tex-
as Senate District 30.  Senator Springer sponsored our Autocycle bill last session, but it stalled in com-
mittee. Mr. Mathers agreed that a “definition of a motorcycle” might be the best way to change the clas-
sification (and registration) of an autocycle in Texas.  ABATE also asked Mr. Mathers to please encourage 
the Senator to write an anti-motorcycle profiling bill for us next session, similar to last session’s House 

TEXAS
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profiling bill (HB 1837). We are confident that a profiling bill will pass the House next session. And a 
bipartisan Senate bill, if passed, would be all we need to send it to the Governor! 

I believe everyone who attended our ABATE prep seminar in January gained valuable information, and 
advance motivation for the 88th legislative session.  The reviews after the seminar were mostly positive, 
however, one US Congressional HD-26 candidate didn’t agree with our comments (or maybe we didn’t 
quite agree with his). Mr. Vince Gallo was asking for our HD-26 congressional vote; however, it didn’t 
appear that he did his homework. He is running against Congressman Michael Burgess, our Co-chair on 
the Congressional Motorcycle Caucus. Dr. Burgess is also a co-sponsor of (US) H. Res. 366, the motor-
cycle profiling resolution, and he was the guest speaker at our Texas Mid-South M.I.L.E.!  It was great 
to see everyone united for a common cause, vote like a motorcyclist!  Reminder: February 26th is the 
first monthly Texas Council of Clubs and Independents’ “Meet & Greet 2022”, at 1:00 in Converse, TX. 
Everyone is welcome!  Loud Bikers Save Rights! 

Ride Safe – Ride Free!

Skeedaddy
Texas State Rep

Even with the sponsorship of several Senate leadership members and of 
both parties, SB5622 (Lane Sharing) died on February 7th. Viewed as a 
major victory is that Senator Liias, Chair of the Senate Transportation 
Committee, did give the bill a hearing. Such a victory may be due to 
bikers’ total vigilance, as Senator Liias has a long history of obstructing 
pro-motorcycle legislation. The bill’s prime sponsor, Senator Randall, has 
been an excellent advocate in our movement.

We continue the fight. Already, there is new language that covers the 
issues the opponents brought forward.

Nutshell of the Lane Sharing bill:

• Increase motorcycle safety and congestion relief on freeways.
• Offer options for motorcycles to negotiate their position on congested freeways.
• Reduce chances of rear-end collisions to motorcycles in stopped traffic.
• Alleviate rider fatigue and motorcycle overheating for motorcycle riders.
• Offer congestion relief by allowing motorcycles to move out of traffic.  Sponsors: Sheldon, Conway
 

ABATE of Washington is gathering information regarding citations issued for “Illegal helmets”, “profil-
ing”, proceeding through a malfunctioning red-light traffic signal, and other motorcyclist issues. To make 
change, we need hard facts. With respect for individual privacy, a detailed description of any citation is 
needed, to allow to better fight for rights in Olympia. 

Jo Breneman
Washington Assistant State Rep

WASHINGTON
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Looking for a biker party this year that is both affordable and loaded 
with entertainment? Make your plans to attend ABATE of WI’s Sum-
mer Hummer June 16-19, 2022! Advance tickets can be purchased 
online by going to www.abatewis.org. Advance tickets are $35 for a 
member and $70 for a non-member and are available until June 6th. Af-
ter that, prices go up. Your ticket price includes camping, the use of our 
beautiful bathroom and shower facilities, bike games, bike show, tattoo 
contest, group rides, and live music! There are also vendors, food, bev-
erages, raffles, and the Taste of Hummer, which is a 3-hour beer, wine, 
cheese, and sausage tasting event under the big top on Saturday. We 

have quite the diversity of musical acts this year. We have a little blues, a little AC/DC music, and a little 
Allman Brothers music, all mixed in with some great dancing tunes. You don’t want to miss this!

Our Summer Hummer is our biggest membership and fundraising event of the year. It helps us raise the 
funds needed to continue fighting for motorcyclists’ freedoms and rights at the state level and beyond. 
We know that if we don’t show up to the table, we will be on the menu. There are a lot of scary things 
coming down the pipe, including the end of motorcycling as we know it. If we don’t stay on top of it and 
get ahead of,it, the issues of eliminating our fuel supply, banning aftermarket parts, end of life initiatives, 
biker profiling, and of course, autonomous and connected vehicles that don’t recognize motorcycles. 
We’ve got our work cut out for us. We also know that we need to take steps at home to show us in 
a more favorable light like lowering fatalities and being respectful of others. ABATE of WI continues to 
push the message of riding within your means and riding sober with our “Ride Your Own Ride” cam-
paign. We are working with the Tavern League on creative ways to encourage riding sober while still 
supporting local establishments. We know that if we don’t reduce fatalities through peer education, the 
state will happily step in and “help” us.

One last note, you may have noticed a change in my last name. Yes, I’m still the same person represent-
ing ABATE of WI. If you know me, you know why the change. I’ll leave you with this quote:

“Not all storms come to disrupt your life. Some come to clear your path.” -Anonymous

As always, stay vigilant my friends.

Jen Abraham
Wisconsin State Rep

WISCONSIN

Congressman Burgess with Texas Bikers. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA
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SUPPORT OUR NEIGHBORING SMRO

Georgia, Iowa, New Hampshire, Illinois, South Dakota, North Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota  
gather for Heartland STEAM (Seminar to Educate and Motivate). 
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SEPTEMBER 22-24, 2022
DES MOINES, IOWA

Des Moines Marriott Downtown | 700 Grand Avenue Des Moines, IA 50309
Room reservations call 515-245-5500 (mention Motorcycle Riders Foundation) 

Room guest rate $119/night. Cut-off date: September 7, 2022
Pre-registration for conference through the MRF, PO Box 250. Highland, IL 62249

Pre-registration (must be received by Sept. 8, 2022): $100.00 (current member)  /  $120.00 (non-member)
Registration rate after Sept. 8, 2022: $110.00 (current member)  /  $130.00 (non-member)

Registration includes all workshops, workshop materials, and Saturday banquet. 
Registration questions call the MRF at 202-546-0983, or email Fred Harrell at fred@mrf.org.

PRE-PURCHASE YOUR MRF MEETING OF THE MINDS 2022 T-SHIRT NOW!
38th Annual Meeting of  the Minds T-shirts can be pre-ordered now with your registration. Guarantee your shirt size, color, and style now, by ordering today!

SHORT SLEEVE:   $20, CHOOSE COLOR   Black     Gray     Dark Blue   |    LONG SLEEVE:   $25, CHOOSE COLOR   Black     Gray
SHIRT SIZE:     SM Qty_____     MED Qty_____    LG Qty_____    XLG Qty_____    2XL Qty_____    3XL Qty_____    4XL Qty_____

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY        STATE   ZIP

PHONE        E-MAIL

Send check or money order to: MRF, PO Box 250. Highland, IL 62249 before Sept. 8, 2022. After Sept. 8, 2022 registration fee increases $10 per person.  
For room reservations call 515-245-5500 (mention Motorcycle Riders Foundation) $119/night (room cut-off  date, Sept. 7, 2022).

MRF MEETING OF THE MINDS 2022 PRE-REGISTRATION 
(Must be received by September 8, 2022 to qualify for discounted rate) 

PRE-REGISTRATION RATE:     $100.00 Current individual MRF member (before Sept. 8)   $120.00 Non-MRF member (before Sept. 8)  
REGISTRATION RATE (after Sept. 8):    $110.00 Current individual MRF member (after Sept. 8)   $130.00 Non-MRF member (after Sept. 8)

Thousands of motorcyclist rights activists have attended MRF sponsored  annual regional and  national 
workshops since 1985. These workshops provide the nuts and bolts, “user friendly” subjects and train-
ing to assist motorcyclists in defending, building, and strengthening their grass roots organizations.

Motorcycle  Riders  Foundation is proud to  present their  annual  conference for  politically 
 motivated  motorcyclists! Spend the weekend with some of motorcycling’s most educated 
and dedicated activists. Learn what issues will impact bikers today and in the future!

Use the applications below to join and support the Motorcycle Riders  Foundation and to pre-register for 
the 38th Annual Meeting of the Minds,  September 22-24, 2022.

rev.011122

RIDE WITH THE LEADERS!

Mail to:  Motorcycle Riders Foundation — PO Box 250 — Highland IL 62249 — Phone 202.546.0983 — www.mrf.org — mrfoffice@mrf.org

  Annual Individual Members $35   3-Year Individual Membership $95
  Annual Joint Membership $60   3-Year Joint Membership $140
  Annual Sustaining Membership $100  Sustaining Membership Club $100
  Annual Industry Council Membership $100  Freedom Fighter Donation  $10  $25  $______

Member(s) Name 

Phone  Date 

Email   New  Renew

Billing Address  Referred by 

City, State, Zip   Please check if you are a US citizen

Name on CC   Check here to NOT receive patches and pins

Card Number           Check here to NOT receive MRF Email Alerts

Expiration Date  CVV    Check here to receive MRF Reports electronically (email)

Ride with the Leaders™
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Allow me to preface the information in this article 
with the statement that I am not Anti-Police. I be-
lieve that Police are a necessary evil in our mod-
ern society. They perform duties that few others 
wish to do and are the first called upon to put 
themselves in harm’s way domestically. I believe 
the Defund the Police movement is as much of an 
overreach, as the Police overreach, they are trying 
to address. I believe that educated citizens, who 
exercise the rights already there to protect against 
overreach, are the correct answer.

We must also understand that job of the Police 
is not “To Protect and Serve”. That is propagan-
da perpetuated by television. The function of the 
Police is to investigate violations of the law, iden-
tify criminals and to assist in the prosecution of 
violators. As the Police are already representatives 
of the community government, they are also called 
upon to do some “community caretaking” func-
tions, such as wellness checks on the elderly in 
our communities. However, their primary duties 
are investigation and assisting prosecution.

Additionally, we must remember that Police 
Officers are only human. Humans have learned 
over time that the simplest and easiest answers 
are often correct. Therefore, much like weather 
forecasters, Police find themselves focused only 
on the simplest and easiest possible result, leaving 
them with similar degree of accuracy. Sorting out 
whether they are correct is again, not their job. 
That is the job of the court system.

Now that we have established the job of the Po-
lice, next you should understand that you are not 
required to do their job for them. No one does 
your job for you and no one other than select 
coworkers even assists you. However, someone 
blocking you from doing your job would result 
in that individual being reprimanded or removed 
from the place of business. The same rules apply 
to Police investigations. No one is required to 
assist Police in their investigations but obstructing 
them can and will lead to consequences.

Modern Police have sufficient tools to perform 
their duties already. Police have evolved into a 
paramilitary organization with rights that citi-
zens do not have. Police have armored command 
centers, assault vehicles and gear that has been 

INNOCENT PEOPLE SHOULD NOT TALK
deemed illegal for possession by the general 
public. This stands out because during the first 
100 years of our nation, neither the Police nor 
the military possessed any gear or weapons not 
available to the general public. This however is not 
the topic of this article and has been addressed by 
many Second Amendment authors.

Finally, Police are also free to lie to you as part 
of an investigation, while you are not permitted 
to lie to the Police. With all these advantages 
given to Police in any encounter or interaction 
with them, it becomes apparent that citizens can 
find themselves in a precarious situation. I’m not 
simply referring to someone who is being investi-
gated. Think about it! Who among us can say with 
absolute certainty that they have never violated a 
law? Speeding on the freeway? Every deduction on 
your taxes is legitimate? Hell, just saying “I don’t 
know” to avoid a Police question is a violation if 
they can convince a jury you did know, even if you 
really didn’t know!

Having seen how twisted a tale can become each 
time it is retold, our Founding Fathers gave us the 
Fifth Amendment to the Constitution. The Fifth 
Amendment itself has been twisted and maligned. 
Described by its detractors as just a tool to pro-
tect the guilty. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. The Fifth Amendment is there to protect the 
innocent from saying something that law enforce-
ment could use, to convince a jury they are guilty. 
You have the right to remain silent.

You have the right to remain silent. Yes, I repeat-
ed it. It is important. It should be the foremost 
thought in your mind, any time you are speaking 
to Police. It is also one of the most difficult things 
to actually do. It is human nature to try and be 
helpful. The comedian Ron White states in a rou-
tine that involves a

Police encounter, “I had the right to remain si-
lent, but I didn’t have the ability.” It gets laughs 
because everyone can relate to that situation. 
Police encounters can be intimidating, and you 
may be explaining yourself in the hopes of leaving 
an encounter, but do not do it! When talking to 
Police or answering their questions, you are doing 
their job for them and providing evidence they can 
review to see if you have committed a crime.
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You may think that you are helping yourself, your 
friend, or your family by explaining “what really

happened”, but you cannot do it. If Police suspect 
someone of a crime, it is their job to investigate. 
They need to gather enough evidence to convince 
a jury that their suspect is guilty. If you say nothing, 
they will need to actually investigate and find ev-
idence. If you make a statement or answer ques-
tions, you have now provided evidence for them 
to review. It is their job to use evidence provided 
to assist in prosecution, regardless of the context 
you meant. If you have evidence or information 
that you believe would help, tell an attorney. The 
attorney is your advocate in court, not the Police.

Our right to remain silent comes from the Fifth 
Amendment to the Constitution, which states 
that, “No person … shall be compelled in a crim-
inal case to be a witness against himself.” It is im-
portant to note the word “compelled” in the Fifth 
Amendment. If you voluntarily make statements or 
answer Police questions, you were not compelled 
to provide evidence. If, when making your state-
ment to Police, you inadvertently admit to a crime, 
even one you didn’t know was a crime, you can 
and will be prosecuted.

There is a YouTube video by law professor James 
Duane entitled “Don’t talk to Police” in which he 
states that research estimates there are 10,000 
laws available to any Police Officer reviewing your 
statements. That is an awful lot of ways for things 
to go wrong.

With that many laws and bureaucratic regulations 
out there, any halfway decent prosecutor can find 
some criminal violation in nearly any statement. 
You don’t have to believe me; you can ask Martha 
Stewart! One of my favorite memes out in cyber-
space has Martha Stewart and Snoop Dogg making 
cookies on Stewart’s television show. The caption 
reads “Think what you want, but only one is a

convicted felon.” Ask the average American what 
Martha Stewart was convicted of and you will 
hear “Insider Trading” or “Securities Fraud”, but 
they are wrong. There wasn’t the evidence to con-
vict her of those acts, so instead they convicted 
her of lying to Police in the statement she volun-
tarily made. They were able to prove that part of 
her statement wasn’t truthful and that was all they 
needed.

Anything you say, can and will be used against you. 
We’ve all seen enough television crime dramas to 
know that this is the line that follows your right to 
remain silent. It is also the final and most compel-
ling reason not to talk to Police. Your statement 
can and will be used against you. Your statements 
to Police cannot be used to defend you. If your 
defense attorney attempts to bring up your state-
ments to Police in an effort to defend you, the 
prosecuting attorney will object on the grounds of 
hearsay. So, your statements can and will be used 
against you, but cannot be used on your behalf. 
This alone should be all you ever need to know, to 
understand why talking to Police is a bad idea.

So, what should or can you do when Police are 
talking to you or asking you questions? First and 
foremost, remain calm. Also, if possible, record 
any Police encounter with your phone or other 
device. Second, obey orders given by Police. When 
Police are trying to secure an accident or crime 
scene, that is not the time to debate whether the 
order is lawful. You can contact their supervisor 
later. Finally, Police will either ask you questions 
or make leading statement. If they make a leading 
statement, just remain silent, you are not required 
to fill their awkward silence. If they ask a question, 
you need to articulate that you are invoking your 
rights by stating “I choose to remain silent.” At this 
point the Police Officer will proceed with whatev-
er evidence they already have.

The Police Officer may give you a citation or may 
even place you under arrest. I assure you, if one of 
these occurs, it would have happened even if you 
answered their questions. Your final tool in the 
encounter is to take control of an extended situ-
ation. If the Police Officer is not issuing a citation, 
placing you under arrest or attempting alternate 
questions, you should be asking, “am I free to go 
Officer or am I being detained?” Police Officers 
may also try to tell you that they can help if you 
answer questions or

threaten that things will be worse if you don’t 
answer. These are lies. They either have evidence 
or they don’t. Your statements can only provide 
further evidence against you.

Your right to remain silent may be criticized by 
some, but there are clear reasons why it is so 
prominently placed at the center of the Bill of 
Rights Amendments to the Constitution. Let Po-
lice do
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their job; it can be difficult enough for them, but that doesn’t mean you have to help them. In helping 
them, you may well provide unintended evidence, possibly to a crime they weren’t even investigating. Be 
confident in your citizenship and do not be intimidated by the investigatory tactics Police are trained to 
use. Remember that your statements to Police can only be used against you. Also remember to record 
all Police encounters when possible as your personal evidence can be used by your attorney.

Keeping all this in mind is your best defense when the innocent find themselves accused.

Seven
RoadRunners MC Wisconsin

REPRINT FROM FEMA NEWS - January 6, 2022

New French Experiment With ‘Noise Cameras’
Written by Wim Taal

France has announced a new experiment with 
‘noise cameras’ to tackle excessive noise from 
moving vehicles.

The experiment is aimed at testing the technolog-
ical possibilities and will also need to set the legal 
framework necessary to use noise cameras as a 
legal way to ‘punish’ excessive noise.

On 3 January 2022 the French government pub-
lished a decree, allowing a two-year experiment 
with the recording of noise emission levels of 
moving vehicles by fixed and mobile automatic 
control devices. The decree also ‘adapts the regu-
latory part of the highway code in order to specify 
the constituent elements of an infringement of the 
regulations on the emission of noise by a moving 
motor vehicle and to allow its detection by an 
automatic control device. It sets out the technical 
and operational objectives to be achieved in order 
to achieve the automated processing of data from 
recording equipment.’

The decree explains how, on an experimental 
basis, for a period of two years devices for auto-
matically controlling the level of noise emissions 
of vehicles in circulation may be installed on the 
territory of the municipalities of Bron, Paris, Rue-
il-Malmaison, Villeneuve-Le-Roi, those belonging to 
the community of communes of the Haute Vallée 
de Chevreuse, of the metropolis of Nice and the 
metropolis of Toulouse. The measuring devices will 
be installed on roads within built-up areas where 
the maximum speed does not exceed 50 km/h.

The decree authorizes the installation on public 

roads of non-approved devices for automatic con-
trol of the noise emission level of vehicles, in or-
der to carry out tests with a view to seek approv-
al of the measuring instruments. These control 
devices, capable of attributing to a motor vehicle 
the noise emitted during its passage in front of the 
apparatus, will have to meet the legal conditions 
already laid down in French law. On roads where 
the measuring devices are tested, there will be 
signs with information about the experiment.

It is not an easy task to measure sound; sound is 
not like speed, which is technically quite simple 
to measure. When measuring the sound of an 
individual motorcycle, there are precise rules in 
place, with fixed distances and angles between the 
exhaust pipe(s) of the vehicle and the microphone, 
away from buildings and other objects that can 
reflect the sound. And let’s not forget that the 
measuring devices have to be able to specify which 
vehicle is ‘breaking the law’; is it your bike or is it 
the car or truck travelling on the same road?

Have the authorities determined the exact 
limit of ‘acceptable noise’? So far there is no 
clear answer.

The deployment of these ‘acoustic cameras’ is said 
to be about the level of noise emission that the 
authorities find acceptable for public roads, rather 
than checking the exact emission level of an indi-
vidual motorcycle. So, have the authorities deter-
mined the exact limit of ‘acceptable noise’? So far 
there is no clear answer. The decree states that 
the legal limit of noise emission will be ‘fixed by 
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order of the Minister responsible for the environ-
ment, taking into account their category, the date 
of their first entry into service and the maximum 
speeds allowed on the traffic lanes.’

In 2019 research was done for the British Depart-
ment for Transport to identify and recommend 
options for methods and equipment available for 
the detection and enforcement of excessively 
noisy road vehicles. The researchers recognized 
some of the issues that FEMA has also mentioned 
before: “An automated noise camera solution has 
the potential to improve enforcement by captur-
ing sufficient data to indicate that an offence has 
occurred before the police act on it. However, 
further work is required to select threshold noise 
levels for different vehicle classes and speeds of 
travel relative to the mounting position of the 
noise camera system”.

The report also says: “Although noise cameras us-
ing acoustic signatures to identify excessively noisy 
vehicles are not fully developed, there is an op-
portunity to use the data collected from the noise 
camera trialled (…) to characterise the acoustic 
signatures associated with excessively noisy ve-
hicles. This information can be used to configure 
or set a performance specification for a more 
sophisticated noise camera system in the near 
future when the technology is fully developed.” In 
other words: exact standards, a legal framework 
and sophisticated technology need to be in place 
before it is possible determine whether a vehicle 
is exceeding the legal noise limit and to determine 
which specific vehicle it concerns.

According to the French authorities, the evalua-
tion of the experiment will include an assessment 
of the impact on the behavior of road users, the 
deterrent nature of the presence of automatic 
control devices, the social acceptability of such 
monitoring and any decrease in noise emission 
levels.

The introduction of acoustic cameras is not a 
development we see in France only; in Belgium 
the city of Genk is running a pilot, where acoustic 
monitors were installed next to the city safety 
cameras. When the acoustic monitors register a 
sound above a certain decibel level, a trigger is 
generated and signals the city safety camera to 
start recording a video of the loud vehicle. Other 
cities in Europe have shown an interest in pilots 
like these or have announced their own trials to 
tackle excessive noise by vehicles (not just motor-
cycles). The problem for most of these local ini-
tiatives seems to be creating the legal framework 
that is needed.

The French motorcyclists’ organization FFMC – a 
member of FEMA – recognizes the fact that ex-
cessive noise is a problem that needs to be taken 
seriously, but it regrets that education and infor-
mation are once again being replaced by sanctions. 
Both FFMC and FEMA are wondering how the ex-
act demands on the so-called Wide Open Throttle 
test, used to test the sound emission of a riding 
motorcycle, can be reproduced on the open road.
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My first two wheeler was a Cushman Roadking Scoot-
er that my dad bought for me in 1959 when I was a 
freshman in high school.  I had a lot of fun riding it to 
school but some of the guys would steal it during the 
day and hide it behind some building for me to find.  It 
had no ignition switch so I decided to take the spark 
plug out each day so they couldn’t take it for a ride.  
Later I bought a Honda 50 which didn’t have enough 
power to pull me in 4th gear.  When I was running the 
grain swather I attached it to the side of the swather 
so I would have something to ride home at lunch 
time. 
 In 1968 I bought a new Harley Sportster H model 
which cost me $2100 and my monthly payments were 
$89. At one time I put a full knobby tire on the rear so 
I could ride it in a muddy field.  It worked pretty well 
for that but then it rode pretty rough on the highway.  
At one time I rode it to Fargo, North Dakota with 
my first wife, Vicki.  At that time interstate 29 was not 
completed and we were riding on highway 81.  Vicki 
was complaining about the heat, vibration, and noise 
of the bike.  All of a sudden a car was passing a semi 
and I had no option other than going into the ditch.  
While coming out of the ditch I hit an approach and 
landed about two feet higher than the road.  Some-
how I kept the bike on two wheels and when I looked 
back at Vicki her face was as white as a sheet.  She 
never said another word all the way to Fargo and 
neither did I.  On our way back home it was raining 
south of Fargo and we decided to ride to Jamestown 
and go on highway 281 southbound.   But we soon 
found out it was raining there also and as we met 
trucks the water from them would cover us as we 
had no rain suits and we were soaked to the skin.  We 
then stopped in Ellendale for the night.  In the morn-
ing it was still raining and especially since we didn’t 
have any dry clothes left Vicki said she would not ride 
one more mile with me on the bike.  So I called my 
dad on the phone and he came a got us in his pickup.  
My dad never did let me live that incident down.  
The only bike I ever owned that I hated was a 1975 
Triumph Trident.  It was the last year that Triumph 
manufactured motorcycles.  The bike burned oil, 
vibrated, and had no power.   Then I bought a 1975 
Honda Goldwing .  I put a Vetter fairing on it with 
stereo with an eight track tape and CB radio.  I built 
a trailer to pull behind the bike with a Sears car top 
carrier for the body of the trailer.   I would take the 

top half of the carrier off and let my German Shep-
pard ride in it.  She just loved doing that. At one time I 
was riding the Goldwing in the Black Hills and got on 
it pretty hard and the rear end went out.  So I had a 
friend come and get me in his pickup and I spent the 
weekend at his home.  It was a Friday and I couldn’t 
get the part I needed until Monday.  I finally did get 
the part and put it together by myself and rode home 
by myself.  Over the years I have owned 34 different 
motorcycles.  I have really enjoyed riding and have 
never gone down on one and I do have the good 
Lord to thank for that.  When my daughter, Amy, was 
three years old I gave her rides on my motorcycle.  
She sat in front of me with her little hands on my 
arms holding on to me.  She would fall asleep and 
her little helmet would hit my gas tank.  She even did 
some riding with me at the Sturgis Rally when she was 
in high school.  
In 2010 Norma and I rode our Harley trike to San Di-
ego, California.   We rode almost 5000 miles in just a 
little over two weeks’ time.  In all that time we only hit 
one rain shower and that was five miles from getting 
back home.  For riding in the desert where it was re-
ally hot we had these types of jackets that you would 
dip them in water and then you were pretty cool for 
a couple of hours.  On one afternoon while riding in 
Arizona it got so hot that we got a motel at about 
2:00PM and then left in the morning about 5:00AM 
when it was already over 90 degrees.  At one time 
we were riding in the mountains near Julian which is 
the homemade pie capital of the USA.  We did have 
some great tasting peach pie there.  As we were riding 
in the mountains a truck was so close behind me I 
could count the lines in his radiator in my rear view 
mirror.  Soon I came to a place where I could get off 
the road and the truck passed by me blowing his horn.  
Then a few miles down the road a highway patrol car 
stopped him on the side of the road and as we went 
by I gave him a super big yell.  We rode over 35,000 
miles on that trike over a period of six years.  
Pamela and I have ridden the Harley trike quite a bit 
the last two years.  She really enjoys riding with me 
which makes our relationship even better.  We plan on 
doing some riding this summer.  We also really enjoy 
riding in the Ranger side by side.  Believe it or not I am 
still finding some roads in this area that I have never 
been on before.  

Until next Month – Phil Hohm  

AROUND THE STATES WITH PHIL
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